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Memo for the Movement 

The Senate Needs to Confirm President Trump’s Nominees 

October 10, 2017 
Washington, DC 

As President Trump approaches the end of his first year in office, his ability to implement his 
agenda across the executive branch has been hindered by the Senate’s failure to confirm his 
nominations. 

Under unified government, President Trump has still faced a slower pace of confirmations than 
that of Presidents Bush or Obama, both of whom had nearly half of their nominees confirmed by 
this time in their respective terms. Specifically, President Bush had 358 of his 610 nominations 
cleared. President Obama had 341 out of 505 nominations confirmed. Currently, President 
Trump has only had 161 confirmations of the 398 individuals nominated. 

The slow pace of Senate confirmations is exacerbated by the Senate’s continued insistence on 
working no more than 2 Zi days a week - arriving on Monday evening for a handful of votes, and 
departing, on average, by 2:30 p.m. each Thursday afternoon. 

Previous Senates worked harder. The Reid Senate of 2009 averaged a departure time of 6:15 
p.m. every Thursday, and oftentimes stayed as late as 11:30 p.m. to finish their work. In fact, the 
Reid Senate of 2009-2010 spent nearly 2,500 hours in session, compared to the McConnell 
Senate of 2015-2016, which spent just 1,855 hours in session. 

Also troubling is the Republican insistence that Democrats are “obstructing” votes on these 
nominations, as claimed in a recent press release from the Senate Majority Leader’s office. It is 
unclear what obstruction is taking place. Democrats no longer have the ability to filibuster any 
nominees, judicial or executive. Any simple objections they do make - such as running all post¬ 
cloture time - are simply process objections that can be easily overcome. 

Moreover, if Democrats are going to insist on all post-cloture time to be run, Majority Leader 
McConnell can easily make this painful for them by forcing continuous session overnight and 
through the weekend. If the Senate stayed in session continuously for a week (including the 
weekend), they could confirm up to five nominees every week even if Democrats made them run 
the full post-cloture time on each nomination. 



Democrats may be able to delay consideration of nominees for a short time, but they ultimately 
can no longer obstruct. In the absence of the filibuster, the fate of every nominee rests solely 
with Majority Leader McConnell and the will of the GOP conference to do the necessary work. 

Personnel is policy. In delaying the confirmation of President Trump’s appointees, the Senate is 
directly limiting the President’s effectiveness. This is not only true because positions remain 
vacant and work is not being accomplished, but because without the direction of Trump’s 
political appointees, career officials are left unsupervised. As has been documented in many 
instances, career officials that disagree with the President have taken measures to actively thwart 
his priorities. 

Furthermore, continued delay results in ongoing unanswered partisan attacks designed to tarnish 
the personal and professional reputations of the president’s nominees. Both Russell Vought, 
nominated to the Deputy Director of the Office of Management and Budget, and Amy Coney 
Barrett, nominated to the 7 th Circuit Court of Appeals, have been subject to scurrilous attacks by 
Democratic senators who have attempted to link the faith of Vought and Barrett to their 
qualification for office. Not only is this an unconstitutional religious test, but such statements 
subject both Vought and Barrett to unwarranted and offensive criticism to which they cannot 
give a robust response. Other nominees are being unnecessarily delayed because Republican 
Senators failed to appear at committee meetings where the nominations were to be voted upon, 
forcing cancellation of the committee’s action on the nomination. 

The Republican Senate should prioritize these nominations and others like them. Vought and 
Barrett are both immensely qualified for the positions to which they’ve been nominated, and the 
GOP should confirm them swiftly, not only because of their excellent credentials, but also as a 
definitive answer to the Democrats who are attempting to place a religious test on appointed 
office. Deputy Labor Secretary-nominee Patrick Pizzella is highly qualified and yet the GOP has 
failed to move his nomination. These are just a few of the stories of President Trump’s 
nominations languishing in the Senate. 

The Senate plays a critical Constitutional role in helping the President shape and implement his 
priorities by passing legislation, but also by confirming the President’s nominations. We urge the 
Senate to take its role seriously, and act with haste to confirm the individuals that President 
Trump has selected to assist him in carrying out his mandate. 

To that end, the Conservative Movement calls on the Senate leadership to IMMEDIATELY 
schedule committee and floor action every Thursday and Friday for the foreseeable future to act 
on President Trump’s nominees for executive and judicial nominees, and to begin working a full 
week, EVERY week, until all nominations have been acted upon. 

The United States Senate behaves as though there are no time limits and no urgency to these 
matters. They are wrong and we cannot overstate the frustration and growing concern with the 
Republican Senate leadership for its failure during this entire year to do its work, process the 
nominations and address the issues that the American people have elected and pay them to 
handle. 


We urge the Senate to get to work - now. 
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